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Washiﬁgtog Manager .Comes" for Some Post-Christmas Baseball Bargains, but Géts No Encour

i

agement in His Search

GRIFFITH HERE IN
(UEST OF PLAYERS

Sees Frazea About Getting
Janvrin or Barry—Ridicules
Johnson Trade Story.

By FREDERICK G. LIER,

Clark Grimth, manager and part
owner of the Washington club, was in
New York yesterday to see if he ocould
pick up any after Christmas bargains
Having heard that Miller Huggins re.
cently separated Harry Frazes from
three wslar players for what mome par-
kons are unkind enough to eall "a lot
of Jjunk,” GriMth dropped 11 at the Red

rea whether ha could do any business
for one of Bosaton's numerous Inflelders,

Grimith put In & bid for alther Ial
danvrin or Jack Barry, preferably the
former. 1ie offered to swap Outfielder
Bert Ehotten for elther of thesa in-

fielders, but Frases turned down the
proposition, ¥razee Informed the “0ld
Fox" that he might have Barry or

Jdanvrin for Clyde Milan, to wnich Grif-
fMih replied ha came to New York to
ke a trade, not to be skinoad,
“Ray Morgan has outlived his use-
fullness on the Washington team and
e will net play second base for me
next wsenson” sald GriMfith. 1 knew
that Frases has a bunch of Inflelders

n deal that might be profitabls to bath
af us” {

Only Milan Acceptable.

“GrimMth  unquestionably could tne
#ome of our Infielders, but he haa noth-
ing to offer that wa want or could use,*
wan Frasee's version of the confersanca.
“The only man Griffith has that might
be of use to um i Milan.”

While Grifith returned to Washington
yeaterday afternoon without his inflelder,
the chances are that he will get at least
one of the surplus infieldera of tha Bos-
ton club before the winter Is over. De-
mobilization of the armod forcea will
Five Hoston & host of Infleld talent.
Atfke MeNally, Barry, Del Gainor and
Fred Thomas will return from the navy
and Janvrin and Dick Hoblitzel from the
army.

GriMth hiad a long talk yesterday with
hia former shortstop, Dr. John Lavan,
who now ls Lieut. Luvan, head surgeon
of the battieship Mirslesippl,

"1 had quite a talk with Johnny,” said
“Gritt"”  "While he unquestionably lkes
Mfe 1n the navy, 1 think he may be with
us again next year, He told me ha
would give me his final decision by Janu.-
ary 15 whether he will return to pro-
fensional baseball or stick to the navy.”

GrifMiin also culled on Val Plelnieh, &
voung catcher of the Washington club
and former Princeton player, who now
i¢ stationed in the Brooklyn navy yard,

GriMth denled that thers Is any pos-
sihility of his selling or trading Walter
Johnson, hisn great pitcher. “So they
have sprung that old chestnut on me
again,’ sald the Washington manager.
"Any time 1 appear in any clty but
Washington my purpose In to sell John-
#on. If I sold Johnson 1 would not dare
to reéturn to Washington to-night. 1
wouldn't trade Johnson for the whole
Boston ball ¢lub.”

a Heydler Golng Went,
Jolin - Heydler, poeaident of the Nua-
tional lLeague, sald yesterday that he

wonld visit Chicago to talk over intarnal
matters with the Chicago owners before
sttending the joint schedule meatings of
the major leagues in Freneh Lick, Ind.,
on January 3.

Heydler will leave here to-morvow for
Chileago.  The schedule meeting will be
held at French Lick o January 3, 4 and
K, ©On January 6 the annual moeting of
the Natlonal Commission will be held in
Cincinnatl.  Heydler alse hopes to vigit
#t. Louls hefore he returna to New York

Wheat Batting ChanTbion
of National Leaguefor1918

ACK WHBAT, outfielder of ths Brooklyn elub, ln baiting champlon of the
Z Natlonal Leagui for 1818, according to,the officlal awernges announced
yesterday. Whaat hit 338 In 105 gamas, only 2 points hetter than did
Eddie Roush of the Cincinnat! club, batting champlen of 1817, Wheat's title In
tiot clear. HBilly Bouthworth, who joined the Pittaburg club In June, hit 341 in
64 gamea. This was more than half of the games played by his club.
Wheat batted safely in 28 consecutive games, starting July 11 and end-

Ing August 8, making 45 base hita in 103 times at bat with 9 two bass hits,
with & batting averngs of 444,

Batsmen making & base hita In 6 Umes at bat during the season were Lae
Magee, Cincinnatl, April 17; J. Rawlings, Boston, May 7; Max Carey, Pittsburg.
Bay 18; W, H, McKechnis, Plttsburg, June £3; M. Gonzalez. 8 Louls, Junse
21, E. Neale, Cincinnat!, September 1.

The leading run scorer was Groh, Cinclnnatl, with 88,
again leads In stolon bases with B8,

Housh had mort swerifice hite, with B8,

Hollochar, Chicngo, had the greatest number of single safe hita, 130, Groh
duplicated his 1817 work by again leeding In two base hits with 28, Daubert
of Hrooklyn leads in thres base hits with a total of 15. Cravath, Philadelphia, had
B home rine; he also leads all in extra bases made on long hita with & total of 61

In toam aggregates, Chicago and Cinclnnatl (le In runs scored, with 635 each.
Cin¢innatl made the most aingle hits, $21; most two base hits, 165, and most
three base hits, 84. St Louls, the tailender, had the most homa runs, £7,

Plttuburg leadns in stolen bases, 200, and In sacrifice hite, 190, Chicago and
Bt. Louls, the champlons and the tallenders, each plaved 131 games, Cinclnnatl
leadn the league with 378 extra basos scored on long hits

1Lght players participated in all the gamen played by thelr clubs. They were
Cutshaw, Carey and McKeochnls, Pittsburg, 124 sach: Luderus and Bancroft.
Philadelphila, 125 each; Fletcher, New York, 124; Olsen, Frooklyn, 126; Hol-
locher, Chlcago, leads them all with 131, The official averages follow:

Carey, Pitisburs.

for the joint conference of ths twu
lengues on January 10,

Heydler sald that in view of the well
known attitude of the Nationail
in fuvor of a one man Natlonal Com-

misaion. no chalrman would be eI*-:lvil‘.:.i;mani 1'oter
i,

at the wnnual meeting of the cominis-
sion,

CHAPLAIN TELLS HOW
GRANT WAS KILLED

Writes to McGraw About!
Death of Player. !

The following lettar wea received by |
John MoGraw from Chaplain Henry D,
Waeker, 17 & A, who presided at the
funeral ceremonies over Capt, Hddie
firant when the latter lost his life |n |
the Argonne Forest; |

*Thia letiir comes to you from one |
who i o total stranger Lo you. The roa- |
ponn 1 am writing It is because 1 nm
sure you would like o know about the |

denth of one who was assoclated with |
vou k8 b member of the Glants, namely, |
!.‘

Capt. Eddie cirant, 364th Infantry, It
was my sad duty ta bury the remalng
near the spot where he pald the suprems
pacrifice for the great cause for which
he came pver here to France

“He lost hia life in leading an attack
against the Boche who had surrounded
g sl companies of the 108th Infantry
1t Ne to break through wn Impaxsable
barrier of muchine gun and artillery fire,
Although I and worn out by a cam-
palgn of avy Nghting he neverthelesa
gladly acedpted the command to aocom-
pllsh what severnl others he ! falled to
do. An he led his command 1o Atlack he
fell, the vietim of machine gun fire,
herolcally giving his life that his com-
raden In arms In the 154th Brigade
might be rescued., After a short while
we were nble o approach the spot where
he fell and secure his body., We burlsd
bim in o place where several of his fel-
low officers le huried, which had been
prepured by the Germans in the Argonne

Forest in a small cemetery for their
dend
C'Capt. (irant wan the most popular

man In the Judth Infantry, well beloved
by hix men, who would fallow him wher-
ever he 1ed the way He had no foar
of deatly, golng whers duty and honor
called h'm Now hia llas near tha spot
where Lo poured out lis life blood that
Jberty und justice may prevall

SPEAR'S ADVANCE HALTED.

Losen to Gardner and In Tied for
Hilllard Lead,

George Spear iast night suffered hia
first defeat In the Class C metropolitan
16.2 balkline blillewd toumament [n the
HBroadway rooms,  He lost to Gus Gard-

nor by 150 1o 94
Speur's defest put him In & tle for
fiest place with Alexandsr Sarvatius

Spear and Gardner had high runs for
19, Hpear had an averages of § 6-34,
while tiardner’s avernge was 4 2.37

TWO MORE FOR BROOKLYN A. A,

The Hrookiyn Athletlc Assoclation's
track team Was strengthensd considers
ably yesterday when L enrolled James
MoeGulre, the former Prementation Club
runner, and Hol Sanocors, the Eastern
Detrict High =Hohool wtar, MeGuire in
a distancer and Hanacora ls a guarter
miler

Longue i

DEMPSEY DOWNS
SMITH IN SECOND

“Gunboat” Ts Knocked Out in
Buffalo Ring—Floored
Nine Times.,

Apecial Degpated (o T Sew,

Burravto, Dec. 30 —~Jack Dempsey, the
logical opponent of Jess Wiliard for
the heavywelight championship, contin-
ued his remarkable record of knockouts
at the Queensbarry A. C. to-night. He
{#topped “Gunboat” Bmith in the second
round of n contest scheduled for ten
rounds,

The fact that SBmith had once re-
|celved the decision over Willard in &
{twenty round bout, Ied many of the
enthusiasts of this city to belleve that
he had a chance agalnet the thumper
Ifrem Utah, but this wes dispelled in
the Arst round.

In the firt round Dempaoy dropped
!Smith six times, and thres times in
the second round, the last count rum-
 ning over the ten socond limit,
¥ Tha first punch that Demprey got
homa solidly apparently did the busi-

WALKER WINNER IN
GOLF AT PINEHURST

Staten Tsland Star Scores
Easily Over Capt. Roberts
in First Mateh Round.

Bpecial Despateh to Tur Sex,

Pivguvaer, N, O, Dee 30.—Prophets
wers proved wrong In several instances
in the first match round of the midwin-
tor golf tournament an the Champlonship
Courss to-day. The mateh between Ar-
| thur 1. Walker, Jr., of Richmond county,
the medallivt, and Capt. A. T. Roberts
of Detrolt, which was expectad to Haclose,
went to tha New Yorker by § up and 4
to play.

Both played good, steady golf woing
out, and although Walker was one up at
th turm, he owed his advantage to a
dead stymils which ocost Capl. Roberts a
half on the ninth. Coming in CapL
Robartn wan stymisd for the sacond time
on the fourtesnth green. Walker played
;u‘l the round and fNnished with 2,

T—79.

Donald Parson of Youngwtown, who
qualified In tenth place on SBaturday at
58, waa matched aguinst J. D, Arm-
mtrong of Buffale, who took third honors
In tha qualifying round at 83, Parson

HIGH LIGHTS AND SHADOWS
IN ALL SPHERES OF SPORT

BY DANIEL,
EAC}I Hot Stove League season develops Its particular baseball diver-

mion. The singular product this winter Is the *“self determination’

effort of some of the star players who mean us to belleve that they
take seriously the “unconditional releases’” handed them last Heptambaer.
They want us to think that they really bellave they are free agents. In the
last week Ty Cobb, Duffy Lewls and Krnis Shore have coms forward with the
statement that they regard themselves as belng attached to no club In pare
ticular, and that they hold themnelves free to deal with anybody In Organized
Baseball, The Insinuation s that they will not mign unlesas given a bonus,
and they will work only undetr terms they can dictate,

More powsr 1o the players If they can get fancy contracts, but won'l
they pleass stop Informing folks that they are free agenta? The players
know better than anybody elsa that they are nothing of the sort,
intente and purposes they may be as fres as the alr, but what good s thelr
fresdom going to do them aince they Intend to continue playing baseball?

To all legal |

RACING STEWARDS
BAR UNDESIRABLES

New Orleans Officials Pass
Rule to Clean Up Things
at Their Meeting.

kpecial Deapateh fo Tae Srw,

New OntEaNs, Den 80— Determined
to stamp out dishonest tactics, the stet-
grda In charge of the Jafferson Paric
racing have continued thelr probe inte
susploious looking affalra, with the resuit
another rullng was lsaned to-day. This
rullng, while it Is made to furthes
cleanse the sport at Jefferson, will tend
to 11t the standard of the coming Falr
Grounds meeting higher than ever,

1t provides that ne person who haa
for any reason been denled the priviliges

Cobb, Lawis and Shors know mighty well that they will play only with the
clubs which hold them under reserve, and that the “unconditional relenses’
they got last season wera only legal safeguards taken by the club owners to
avert claims for salary for the full season as originally schedulsd. Cobb may
ba free but he knows that unlesa the Detroit club seils his services he wlll
play with Detrolt in 1919 or play with nobody in Organized Baseball.

It wa thought the players wers sincere in their statements about being
free agents the proposition would assume an entirely different complexion.
Hut the faot remains that the players Know their real status as well as the

of any recognized race track shall be atl=
I mittad to the jocal tracka

Tumor, witlch connected certain horse-
men and jockeys with certaln well knowii
“lnyere,” 1ed to & thorough Investigation
by the stewards, and a separats rullng
| prohibiting any jockey or owner, his
ngont. his employss or ANY person con-
nected with him from being connected
in any wiy with the professional end of
tha hatting
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